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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 September 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Clalm(s) 1.10-16.21 and 30-36 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1 and 21 is/are rejected. 

7) |EI Claim(s) 10-16 and 30-36 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 09/23/2008, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. New ground of rejection set forth below. Claims 33-60 are pending. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed 
by an appeal brief under 37 CFR 41 .37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and 
appeal brief fee can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth 
in 37 CFR 41 .20 have been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant 
must pay the difference between the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by 
signing below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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Claims 1 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tassel et al, US Patent Application Publication 2003/0154174 
in view of Roberts, United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0152039 and 
further in view of Rabenko et al. (Pub. No.: 2001/0033583). 

As to claim 1, Tassel teaches network charging. Tassel teaches in one 

embodiment that terminal 5 is connected to the network management 

platform via an access router 7, wherein the router reads on the gateway. Paragraph 21 

teaches that a tariff code is generated at the network management platform 40 

and sent through the router/gateway to the user terminal 5 by means of a 

multicast using IP, wherein multicast using IP reads on the media control 

protocol. Note that paragraph 23 teaches that the media terminal transforms the 

tariff code into a set of rules. 

Even though the tariff is necessarily routed through the router 7, Tassel 
does not explicitly teach that the gateway receives the complete tariff and 
forwards the tariff. 

In the same field of endeavor, Roberts teaches that gateway 
GGSN receives the tariff information and forwards the information to the user 
(paragraphs 28-29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to apply the teachings of Roberts in Tassel 
for the purpose of giving the gateway and additional functionality of forwarding 
the metering information. Additionally, the function of metering is well known in 
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the art and would yield the same results whether it is implemented in the gateway 
or the user's terminal. 

Neither Tassel nor Roberts specifically teaches that the signals provided from the 
gateway to a metering entity are in the form of "pulses". 

However, Rabenko teaches in a voice gateway with downstream voice 
synchronization a metering pulse generator 440 can be used to generate metering 
pulses which allow a user to monitor the cost of the call as it progresses. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the feature of generating pulse signals to the 
metering entity (i.e., telephone) during a call that informs the user about the cost of the 
call in progress, as taught by Rabenko, into the combination Tassel and Roberts in 
order to alert the user about the usage , cost and other tariff information. Using pulses 
signals is one of the available ways of communications. Also, it is considered an old and 
well known feature in the art of telephony. 

As to claim 21, Tassel teaches: 

a) a packet interface to facilitate communication over a packet network 
(fig. 1 , element 7, note the side connected to element 2A) 

b) a telephony line interface to facilitate communications over a telephony 
line to either a telephony endpoint having a metering function or a metering 
device associated with the telephony endpoint (fig. 1 , element 7, note the side 
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connected to terminal 5) c) a control system associated with the packet interface 
and the telephony line interface (fig. 1 , element 40) 

Tassel teaches network charging. Tassel teaches in one embodiment that 
the terminal 5 is connected to the network management platform via an access 
router 7, wherein router reads on gateway. Tassel in paragraph 21 teaches that 
a tariff code is generated at the network management platform 40 and sent through the 
router/gateway to the user terminal 5 by means of a multicast using IP, wherein 
multicast using IP reads on the media control protocol. Note that paragraph 23 teaches 
that the media terminal transforms the tariff code into a set of rules. 

Even though the tariff is necessarily routed through the router 7 to reach 
the terminal, Tassel does not explicitly teach that the gateway receives the 
complete tariff and forwards the tariff. 

In the same field of endeavor, Roberts teaches that gateway GGSN receives the 
tariff information and forwards the information to the user (paragraphs 28-29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to apply the teachings of Roberts in Tassel for the purpose of 
giving the gateway and additional functionality of processing forwarding the metering 

information. Additionally, the function of metering is well known in the art and would 
yield the same results whether it is implemented in the gateway or the user's terminal. 

Neither Tassel nor Roberts specifically teaches that are the signals provided from 
the gateway to a metering entity is in the form of "pulses". 
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However, Rabenko teaches in a voice gateway with downstream voice 
synchronization a metering pulse generator 440 can be used to generate metering 
pulses which allow a user to monitor the cost of the call as it progresses. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the feature of generating pulse signals to the 
metering entity (i.e., telephone) during a call that informs the user about the cost of the 
call in progress, as taught by Rabenko, into the combination Tassel and Roberts in 
order to alert the user about the usage , cost and other tariff information. Using pulses 
signals is one of the available ways of communications. Also, it is considered an old and 
well known feature in the art of telephony. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 10-16 and 30-36 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 21 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S. AL-Aubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-7481 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on (571 ) 272-7488. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Rasha S AL-Aubaidi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



/Ahmad F Matar/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



